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! NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE

(CARD 1 of 2)
Mt. Preeraont Fire Lookout

3 SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO)

Sunrise Vicinity, S-053

5 ORIGINAL USE

Fire Lookout
6 PRESENT USE

Visitor Info, 
and Interpre- 
tation_______

7 CLASSIFICATION

■I

1934

4 CITY/VICINITY

Sunrise
COUNTY

Pierce
STATE

Washington
1:24

OTHER .

QUAD
.NAME.

12 OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS

NPS/Mjunt Rainier National Park, Tahoma Woods-Star Route, Ashford, Washington 98304
n DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. MATERIALS. MAJOR ALTERATIONS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT. AND 

IMPORTANT BUILDERS, ARCHITECTS. ENGINEERS. ETC

Timber frame; two-stories; square in plan; hip cedar-shingle roof with projecting eaves; 1x8 horizontal lap 
siding; 2nd floor, 2' x 10” wide wrap-around balcony supported by wood brackets; exterior wood stairs from ground 
to 2nd floor; fixed sashes on all four sides of 2nd floor; concrete foundation; wire rope guys anchored to con­
crete deadmen; first floor storage; concrete slab; tongue-and-groove walls; 2nd floor living quarters with fire 
finder in center, painted tongue-and-groove walls, wood floor.

During the 1934 season, four new fire lookouts were constructed atop Crystal Peak, Tolrale Peak, (Gobbler's Knob, 
and Pbunt Freemont. Construction work was carried out by the National Park Service in conjmction with the 
Bnergency Cbnservation Vforks Association. The ECW was responsible for much of the trail blazing to the lookout 
sites along with transporting materials for construction. By 1935, a total of seven lookouts provided Pbunt 
Rainier National Park with fire detection service.

The Mount Freemont lookout, located about two miles north of Yakima Park (Sunrise) at elevation 7181 feet, was 
built from the standard design plans developed in the early thirties. The "Standard Lookout House - Type No.l, 
For all Parks" was created by the NPS Western Division, Branch of Plans and Design with Edward A. Nickel (cour'D)

(3fAIR1< CONDITION □ excellent □ good □deteriorated □ruins 15 DANGER OF DEMOLITION^ 
(SPECIFY THREAT)

□vES □no 23 unknown

16 SIGNIFICANCE

Mt. Freemont Fire Lookout is one of four such remaining facilities at Mount Rainier National Park. They were all 
built to standard plans beti/een 1932-34. The plans for lookout houses were developed in the early thirties by 
the NPS Western Division, Branch of Plan's and Design. The ECW was involved in the construction of the Mt. Freemont 
lookout.

The remaining lookouts have played a significant role in the protection of natural resources in the park and 
su^ounding national forest lands. Althou^ aerial fire detection has reduced the inportance of the lookouts they 
still function as a backcountry patrol base during extreme fire danger periods. Primarily they are used for in­
terpretation and visitor assistance.
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} NAMEISI OF STRUCTURE (CARD 2 of 2)

M^unt Freemont Fire Lookout
3. SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO)

Sunrise Vicinity, S-053

National Park Service Westin Building, R^^1920
Pacific Northwest Region 2001 Sixth Aveni^^P 

NTORY Cultural Resources Division Seattle, Washington 98121

5. ORIGINAL USE

Fire Lookout
6 PRESENT USE

Visitor Info, 
and Interpre­
tation

4 CITY/VICINITY

Sunrise Pierce Washington

7 CLASSIFICATION

8 UTM20NE EASTING

1934

1-24

OTHER .

QUAD
_NAME_

12 OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS

NPS/Mount Rainier National Park. Tahotna WoodR-Srar Route. Ashford. Washington 98304
nr SCRIP nON and rack ground history including construction DATE{S). physical DIMENSIONS, MATERIALS. MAJOR ALTERATIONS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND 
IMPORfANI HUILDER53, ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS. ETC

(Associate Structural Engineer) supervising the design. Typically, the wood frame buildings measured 14' x 14' 
and contained two stories. The ground floor was used for storage and the one room, upper floor contained a fire 
finder, charts and supplies, a bed, and cooking facilities. Large fixed-glass windows were on all four sides 
and a cantilevered balcony, 2' x 10" wide, wrapped around the second floor. The lookouts were founded on con­
crete and wire rope guys connected to concrete deadmen anchored the structures to the ground. This was done to 
provide lateral stability during s'evere wind conditions that the exposed lookouts were often subjected to. 
Indeed, shortly after its conpletion, a windstorm destroyed the Tfcunt Freemont lookoutfe hip roof. The building 
was inmediately repaired. It was then occupied, primarily during times of extreme fire danger. Fire spotting 
by airplane eventually superseded the stationary lookouts. Four lookout houses remain in the park and all are 
generally used for visitor assistance and interpretation.

14 CONDITION □ excellent □ good □ fair □deteriorated □ ruins 15 DANGER OF DEMOLITION? 
(SPECIFY THREAT)

□yes □no

16 SIGNIFICANCE
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